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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 6862 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, FR 

SUBJECT: REORGANIZATION OF THE INTERIOR MINISTRY 

1. NEWLY- APPOINTED INTERIOR MINISTER JACQUES CHIRAC 
HAS ANNOUNCED CHANGES IN MINISTRY WHICH DF, EMPHASIZE 
ITS POLICE FUNCTION. POLICE DIRECTOR GENERAL LENOIR 
HAS BEEN REPLACED BY LOUIS VERGER, A MAN WITHOUT 
PREVIOUS POLICE EXPERIENCE. CHIRAC HAS RAISED MINISTRY 
ELEMENTS RESPONSIBLE FOR TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION 
AND RELATIONS WITH LOCALLY-ELECTED OFFICIALS TO RANK 
EQUALLY WITH POLICE. 

2. MAIN REASON FOR SHAKEUP STEMS FROM CHIRAC’S WISH 
TO PROVIDE A NEW, LESS REPRESSIVE IMAGE TO COUNTER 
THAT OF MARCELLIN. POPULARLY CALLED "SUPER FLIC". 

MUCH RECENT POPULAR CRITICISM OF INTERIOR MINISTRY 
RESULTED FROM MARCELLIN'S EMPHASIS ON MAINTAINING 
PUBLIC ORDER AT EXPENSE OF "COP ON THE BEAT." 

REPLACING DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE SHOULD GIVE 
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IMPRESSION OF A CHNAGE OF EMPHASIS. CHIRAC MUST ALSO 
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DESIRE TO AVOID RECURRENCE OF AFFAIRS SUCH AS CANARD 
ENCHAINE BUGGING. 

3. THERE IS AN ELECTORAL ASPECT TO THE SHIFT IN 
PRIORITIES WITHIN MINISTRY. ENCOURAGING LOCALLY 
ELECTED OFFICIALS TO HAVE PRIVILEGED ACCESS TO THE 
MINISTER CAN BE EXPECTED TO ENHANCE THEIR SENSE OF 
OBLIGATION TOWARD HIM. DESPITE THE SUPPOSEDLY 
APOLITICAL NATURE OF THE PREFECTURAL CORPS AND MINISTRY 
ITSELF, IT IS KNOWN THAT GOVERNING PARTIES USE 
MINISTERIAL FACILITIES AT ELECTION TIME. FOR 

EXAMPLE, THE REPORTS AND ELECTORAL PREDICTIONS OF THE 
RENSEIGNEMENTS GENERAUX, THE POLITICAL POLICE, PLAY A 
ROLE IN THE CAMPAIGN STRATEGY OF MAJORITY PARTIES. 
SIMILARLY, THERE ARE CHARGES OF ELECTORAL FRAUD AND 
POLICE INTIMIDATION AT EACH ELECTION. THESE CERTAINLY 
EXIST, THOUGH TO A FAR LESSER DEGREE THAN CHARGED. 

4. COMMENT. CHIRAC CERTAINLY HOPES TO APPEAR MORE 
CONCERNED OVER PRESERVING CIVIL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY 
OF FRENCH CITIZENS THAN WAS HIS PREDECESSOR. WE 
THINK IT UNLIKELY, NEVERTHELESS, THAT MUCH WILL 
CHANGE, ALTHOUGH THE EXUBERANCE OF THE CRS (RIOT 
POLICE) AND THE DST (COUNTER ESPIONAGE) MAY BE 
SOMEWHAT RESTRAINED. 

STONE 
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